Platelets in suspension require preactivation to adhere to immobilized fibrinogen.
Previous studies using whole blood perfusion through flow chambers have suggested that unactivated platelets can adhere to surface immobilized fibrinogen (Fg). However, the red blood cells needed for surface delivery of the platelets may activate platelets by released adenosine diphosphate (ADP). Our studies of coaggregation of unactivated or ADP-activated platelets with Fg-coated latex beads in flowing suspensions show that only preactivated platelets can adhere to Fg-coated surfaces.